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The Blood Covenant
Lecture one

The Structure of the Blood Covenant
This particular subject will change your life as a Christian. It will renew your faith in the bible. It will give you a fresh understanding, a deeper understanding of the bible, so that the scriptures will be more meaningful to you when you read them. It will give you authority and boldness to attack and confront any circumstance or problems in life that oppose you. You will not cower down or be afraid of anything when you realise that, in this Covenant, God has promised to be everything to you. When you form a covenant or institute a covenant between two people, it means that everything the one person owns belongs to the other and vice versa. 

Heb 8:6 But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.

Now we have two covenants 
The Old Covenant and the New Covenant, or as the Bible puts it - The Old Testament and the New Testament. There is no difference between the word Testament and the word Covenant. Both words have the same meaning. We must establish that fact before we go any further. When I refer to the Old Testament and the New Testament, or the Old Covenant and the New Covenant, the words Covenant and Testament are identical in meaning. There are many covenants in the Bible, but basically there are two main covenants that we will be dealing with and they are, the Old one, and the New one. We have just read here in Hebrews, Chapter 8, that God has established a better covenant and Jesus Christ is the mediator. To be the mediator means that He links God the Father and mankind in that covenant. God has established a better covenant than the Old one and it has been established upon better promises.
It is obvious that we need to know the first covenant and the difference between the two covenants, if we are going to understand the better covenant. A covenant is an agreement or a contract between two people or two groups of people. 

The Blood Covenant, that we are dealing with, is a contract in which all debts are mutually shared between the two parties or the two individuals. All the liabilities of the other party are mutually shared by both parties. All the assets are mutually shared by both parties. Assets mean all your possessions. A contract like this, Blood Covenant, means that all the benefits and assets, liabilities and debts of the first person are owned and shared equally by the second person, and all the debts, assets, liabilities and talents of the second person are owned and equally shared by the first person. When you make a contract of agreement in business today, then it is purely relative to the subject you are negotiating on. This particular covenant is not limited only to that. It includes everything you possess and everything you own and everything you owe. All that would be shared. For example, if Pastor Brendan and I have a covenant and I am a very poor man who owes ten million pounds, then he would have to be an equal partner to that debt. If he knew that, it is unlikely that he would want to enter a covenant with me.
 
God had entered a relationship like this with mankind. All that God owes and all that God owns is ours, and all that we owe and all that we own is God's. Our very being is God's and God's very being is ours. God does not owe anything and we do not own anything, so we are dealing with somebody who loves mankind enough to enter into such a covenant with man. He shares all that He owns and He shares all that we owe, and that is why Jesus Christ had to pay the price for our sin. He set about trying to sort out our debts the moment that covenant was signed.

The Hebrew word for Covenant is 'BERITH'. The Old Covenant word or Old Testament word, has been brought into the New Testament. It originated in the Old Covenant, but it has been brought into the New Testament. The word 'BERITH' translated into English, literally means 'to cut where blood flows' or 'to cut until blood flows'. When you talk about the Old Covenant and the New Covenant, or the Old Testament and the New Testament in your bible, the word 'covenant' means 'to cut where blood flows' or 'to cut until blood flows'
The Blood Covenant originated in the Garden of Eden and is not something new. When Adam sinned, God slew an animal. He took the skin of that animal and made Adam some clothes to hide his nakedness. Now God, already right there, portrayed the beginnings of a covenant that God was going to establish with man. The blood sacrifice that was given by the animal, was the blood shed in the place of Adam's blood, which should have been shed for his sin. The skin of the animal over Adam was to hide his sin. As the skin hid Adam's nakedness, so the blood hid Adam's sin from God's view. Obviously there was not very much revealed to man. Adam did not have a clue about what was going on. He did not understand what God was doing. That was the beginning, and now, looking back, can we fully understand what God was actually doing when He acted in that way.

Cain and Abel also practiced the covenant. They brought covenant sacrifices. Abel sacrificed animals to the Lord and Cain sacrificed the fruit of the land, his vegetables, his produce, the harvest from the seed that he sowed in the land. God had to have blood sacrifices and Cain knew that. When you study this in detail, you will see that Cain understood that, but he disobeyed God. God refused to accept his sacrifice of the produce of the land but did accept Abel's sacrifice. This made Cain jealous and bitter so that he killed his brother.


All primitive religions have incorporated the Blood Covenant somewhere, whether these religions are in any way associated with the Jewish or Christian religions or not. Most of them have now been perverted, but they did have the Blood Covenant somewhere in their structure. This was actually proved by Dr. H. Clay Trumbull. He found that the Blood Covenant was practiced in India, China, Africa and many islands.
The Blood Covenant is the most sacred Covenant that mankind has ever known or adhered to. Dr Livingstone and Mr Stanley were in Africa for many years as missionaries, and in all that time, they never heard of the covenant being broken once it had been instituted between any two groups or persons. Stanley entered into covenants with at least fifty different African tribes. Every time he entered into a covenant with a new tribe, he had to cut himself until the blood flowed. By rubbing ash into the wound the scar was clearly visible. All that the tribe owned was his, and all that he owned, belonged to the tribe so they could not kill him. They had to fight for him to the death. This gave him the right to go anywhere in Africa and to preach the gospel (safely). If he was threatened he would simply roll up his sleeves and display the scars. This would convince the person not to kill him. 

If someone in Africa broke the covenant, then his wife, mother or relatives would kill him. He would not be able to go very far. Everyone would be on his trail. This shows how sacred the Blood Covenant was. The covenant would be upheld right through to the third and fourth generations. 
