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The BLOOD COVENANT
Lecture Two 
Reasons for Entering into a Covenant

Protection
A weak African tribe would enter covenant with a stronger tribe to avoid being wiped out. Once they had done so, the enemy would have to fight both tribes. The weaker tribe will have gained the protection it required.

Business Purposes
Businessmen might enter covenant to ensure that neither takes advantage of the other. In doing so they are protecting the other man's business and their own.

Love
If two men loved one another as much as Jonathan and David did, they would make covenant (or another term is 'cut' covenant). Through their covenant they became brothers. In the Old Testament, love was the main reason for cutting a covenant. In fact 99% were cut for love. The O.T. is filled with people standing on their covenant rights, applying their covenant rights and making covenants with people. When you understand the covenant, you understand things that David said when he faced Goliath. He said,

'I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts...'He said,
'The battle is the Lord's' God was bound to fight his battles because he had a covenant with God. He also said of the giant,
'Who is this uncircumcised Philistine?'

Uncircumcised means he did not have a covenant with God and he had no right to challenge the armies of God. Those armies of Israel belonged to God through the covenant and the circumcision of the flesh. The circumcision was the sign , in the flesh, of the covenant; the mark where the blood was shed. When David, with the five stones in hand, ran up that hill, he was shouting about his covenant with God. Goliath thought he was fighting David, and found out he was about to fight God.

Four Known ways of Entering into a Blood Covenant

1)To cut the palms and then shake hands so that the blood mixed - they were then blood brothers. This is where the custom of shaking hands developed from. In the past shaking hands had value and meaning.

2)Cut the wrists and mingle the blood by crossing the wrists - This is the way it was done in the Old Testament.


3)Cut the wrists and allow the blood to drip into a container of wine - Both parties would then drink the wine. Each drank half the wine and blood. This is unscriptural. It was not the practice in New Testament times. It was practiced in some of the African Tribes and this is what lead to cannibalism. They believed that by eating parts of another person they gained that strength or lived much longer, depending on which parts they ate.

4)Substituting the Blood of and Animal for Human Blood - This was done in the Old Testament. God used to accept the sacrifice in order to cover their sins. It was an atonement for the sin of Israel and was actually a Blood Covenant sacrifice.

When Arabs, Syrians and the African tribes cut the covenant, they came together
with friends and a priest and  did the following ;
First, they exchange gifts with each other.
Second, an incision was made by the priest in each person's arm.
Third, the blood was allowed to drip into a container of wine and each drank half.
Fourth, they rubbed their wrists together. 

Unfortunately the Christian Church today does not realise the full implication or benefit of the covenant we have with God Almighty. When we have this revelation our Christian life and walk will never be the same again. We will be enriched and confident. 
