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The Blood Covenant 
Lecture Three
First steps to Entering the Blood Covenant


The Old Testament reveals to us the original Covenant that God had with man, which He renewed, and updated, and it is now called the New Covenant. It is built on better promises and is a far stronger Covenant with greater value to us as individuals. It is also sealed with blood but this time with the Blood of God. (Acts 20:28) 
Jesus Christ sat down at a table just before His crucifixion and celebrated or ate the Passover meal with His disciples. At that time Jesus Christ, made a  Covenant with humanity and He said right there: 'This is my Body which is broken for you, this is My Blood which is shed for you.' Jesus Christ became a Blood Covenant Partner with them. He had to go and pay the debts of the human race. He went to the cross and was crucified in their place thereby paying their debt before God. After rising from the dead, He went before His Father in Heaven and is the Mediator of a better Covenant. He represented man before God. This Covenant can never be broken, annulled and can never fail. All who are in Christ Jesus are partakers of this eternal Covenant. In this covenant He will be everything to us that we need. All His possessions and all that He can do, belongs to us. That is why Romans 8 tells us that we are heirs of God and equal heirs with Jesus Christ. We need to know something of the Old Covenant if we are to agree that the New is a better Covenant.

There are eight scriptural ways to follow when entering into a Blood Covenant. When people made covenant in the Old Testament, they would only carry our two or three of the eight steps which will be mentioned. Jesus Christ actually complied with all eight when He entered into a covenant.

Step 1. Exchange coats or garments.
Like David and Jonathan, you would exchange coats or garments. This is most significant, because you can see what kind of person he or she is by the way they dress. What the people were saying in the exchange was 'all I own and all my belonging are yours.' Jonathan was as good as telling David that he was giving him the throne of Saul. He knew that David was the true heir to the throne

Step 2. Exchange weapons.
David was saying: 'Jonathan, when I give you my weapons I am telling you that all my strength and all my war ability is available to you'. In other words, I will fight to the death on your behalf.

Step 3. Exchange names.
You would exchange names. You would take something of the other person's name and add it to yours and the other person did the same eg Brendan Munro and Neil Collins become Brendan Neil Munro and Neil Brendan Collins. It is done specifically so everyone can see that the people are in Covenant when they write their names. The vitally important aspect to this is that each is giving power of attorney over all their belongings. ie. legally they can go anywhere and use the other person's name and get anything he would be able to get. Imagine that kind of covenant with Rockerfella? That is how powerful a covenant is. That is the same Covenant that we have with God.  

John 16:23 In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.

We have the legal right to use the name of Jesus Christ in order to make requests known. When you ask something of God in Jesus' name, you are coming in Jesus' place and the Father listens to you as He would and does listen to Jesus. We are not only able to make our requests known but we also have the right to use Jesus' name against the devil. Jesus said: 'These signs shall follow them that believe. In My Name they shall cast out devils. In My Name they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover.' When you use the name of Jesus Christ you are drawing on your Covenant abilities, and that is nothing less than all the abilities of Jesus Himself. So, when you say, 'In the Name of Jesus, be healed', you are saying: 'I command you to be healed by the power and ability of Jesus Christ! Be healed by His power!'

Step 4. The cutting of Blood.
The cutting of Blood. This is done as follows:-A cut is made on the wrist or the palms of the two people's hands. They shake hands so that their blood mixes. As the blood mixes, the Covenant is sealed. If the wrists have been cut, they are rubbed together and the same applies.

NB! The blood is very important  'But you shall not eat flesh with it's life, because that is its blood. (Genesis 9:3-4)

In other words, He is saying that blood is the life of the flesh and you may not eat or drink blood because you would be drinking the life of the animal.

"'Any Israelite or any alien living among them who eats any blood-- I will set my face against that person who eats blood and will cut him off from his people. (Leviticus 17:10)

 God said that anybody in the house of Israel who eats blood will be cut off from among his people. He will have no more dealings with God and no inheritance. He will be an outcast.
                               
For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life. (Leviticus 17:11) 

God has to see the life of the animal on the altar instead of the blood. Instead of the death of the person He would accept the death of the animal, because the Bible tells us that where there is sin there is death. Therefore their sin was covered over or hidden from God's view.
                               
For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life. Therefore I say to the Israelites, "None of you may eat blood, nor may an alien living among you eat blood." 'Any Israelite or any alien living among you who hunts any animal or bird that may be eaten must drain out the blood and cover it with earth, because the life of every creature is its blood. That is why I have said to the Israelites, "You must not eat the blood of any creature, because the life of every creature is its blood; anyone who eats it must be cut off." (Leviticus 17:11-14) 

These scriptures clearly show that the life of flesh is in the blood. With the covenant, in sealing the blood, people were saying they were giving their lives to each other. You and God are one. The Bible says you are one Spirit with the Lord, and one Body with Christ. Jesus did the same for us when His blood was spilled for us 
                         
Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.
                                                                                                        (John 15:13)
Jesus gave His very life, His blood, for His people.

Under the Old Covenant the children of Israel were called 'servants' of the Lord. That was the best it could do for them. They were not born again. Their spirits were not regenerated. They had to have the law, because they were mind ruled and not Spirit ruled men. They did not have the Spirit of Life in them.
In the New Covenant we are called 'friends'. 
                                                                                                         
You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. (Jonh15;14-15) . 

When we understand the meaning of 'friend' we can see how it fits in with the blood covenant.
                                               
A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. (Proverbs 18:24)

The Hebrew word 'AHAB'  has been translated 'friend' in the verse which reads 'there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother' and this friend has to be a Blood Covenant man. Jesus is saying 'I give my Blood that you can be in a Blood Covenant relationship with me. I give my Blood so that you can be a friend'. The word 'friend' here means that you and that person, or you and God are ONE - Blood Covenant people.

This also appears in the Old Testament. 

Abraham thy friend for ever? (2 Chronicles 20:7) 

And in the same context.

Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful. (Proverbs 27:6) 

The 'friend' here is a friend who dies for you.
                   
But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend. (Isaiah 41:8)

 God is saying Abraham is His Covenant partner.

I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you (John 6:51 & 53) 

This is Covenant talk. Jesus is talking about the Covenant that He is about to institute.

I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. "Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?" Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever. "He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. On hearing it, many of his disciples said, "This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?" Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, "Does this offend you? (John 6:51 - 61)

Jesus was saying that the people in order to have eternal life must have His Life inside them. We must come in to a covenant relationship with Him. In other words, by faith, we receive Jesus' Blood for our cleansing. By faith we enter into that Covenant when we make Him Lord over our lives. The same applies for us today. By giving the Lord complete authority over our lives and making Him our Lord. Believing that He also has risen from the dead. When we have declared this to Him, we are in that eternal Blood Covenant.

Step 5. The splitting of animals
The splitting of animals. When the covenant was being entered into the animal was split from the back of the head down to the bottom of the spine. The animal was cut into two equal halves. The halves were lay on the ground with a space between them. They would then walk between the halves and round the outside of first the one half and then the other. They continued walking like this, in a figure eight. The animal cut in half symbolizes two extremely important points:
The first  is to tell others that these two people are walking through this together and are becoming one, just as the animal is one animal even though there are two pieces lying there. The second speaks of it being never ending as they are walking in a figure eight (which when turned on it side in mathematics represents infinity). With this step if the people did not wish to use their own blood as in step 4 they could substitute the animal's blood.

Step 6. Pronouncing of the Blessing and the Cursing 
Pronouncing of the Blessing and the Cursing - As with any contract there are laws and conditions which are to be upheld and adhered to. If you fail to do so, then the contract is either annulled or you are obliged to pay a penalty. The Blood Covenant that people enter into has definite laws that govern it. If they obey these laws then both parties reap the blessings of the covenant in their lives. If they disobey or break the laws of the covenant, then they suffer the consequences and the curses will come into effect in their lives. Even in the Old Covenant, the one God made with man, blessings and cursings are mentioned. The laws of the Covenant are listed in Deuteronomy 28 God is saying to you that if you obey these laws, these will be your blessings: prosperity, life, health ...... He also warned that if you do not obey the law these curses will come on you and names a whole list which includes sickness, diseases, curses, poverty and death. The good news is that Jesus accepted that curse in our place……
                                             
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree. (Galatians 3:13)

….so He became the curse for us. Do not walk out from under God's protection by walking out of His Covenant. Praise God that when we do make mistakes and run back to Him He forgives and restores us!



Step 7. Setting up of a memorial.
A memorial must be set up between the covenant partners - They agree to erect something which they will remember, or which will remind them continual, that they have a covenant.

Types of memorials
· A big stone they could even write the covenant on the stone and include the blessings and cursings. 
· Pile rocks on top of each other
· Exchange sheep and as they multiplied they would be a reminder in years to come.
· Plant a tree that would live for hundreds of years
· Plant a forest.
(Genesis 31) gives examples of covenants established in this way.
(Genesis 21) Turn here to see the covenant that Abraham made there.
                  
Come now, let's make a covenant, you and I, and let it serve as a witness between us."So Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar.He said to his relatives, "Gather some stones." So they took stones and piled them in a heap, and they ate there by the heap. (Genesis 31:44-46)

The reason for this is clearly shown
Laban answered Jacob, "The women are my daughters, the children are my children, and the flocks are my flocks. All you see is mine. Yet what can I do today about these daughters of mine, or about the children they have borne? (Genesis 31:43)         

Step 8. Eat a covenant meal 
Eat a covenant meal - They would eat bread and drink wine. The bread symbolised, or represented, the body of the person and the wine represented the blood. When the bread was given to the covenant partner and he ate it, he was eating the person's body, symbolising his body in his partner's and his partner's in him - they are one. The partners drink each other's wine, it literally means that his life is his partners and vice versa - therefore one life.
This is exactly what Jesus did with His disciples.
                             
After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself. From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return to his father's house. And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt. Whatever Saul sent him to do, David did it so successfully that Saul gave him a high rank in the army. This pleased all the people, and Saul's officers as well.                                                    (1 Samuel 18:1 and the whole chapter)
This contains a scriptural example of the Blood Covenant. We see what happens between David and Jonathan as they enter this covenant that is sealed with blood.
                      
As long as the son of Jesse lives on this earth, neither you nor your kingdom will be established. Now send and bring him to me, for he must die!" Why should he be put to death? What has he done?" Jonathan asked his father. But Saul hurled his spear at him to kill him. Then Jonathan knew that his father intended to kill David. (1 Samuel 20: 31-33)

After the boy had gone, David got up from the south side and bowed down before Jonathan three times, with his face to the ground. Then they kissed each other and wept together-- but David wept the most. Jonathan said to David, "Go in peace, for we have sworn friendship with each other in the name of the LORD, saying, 'The LORD is witness between you and me, and between your descendants and my descendants forever.'" Then David left, and Jonathan went back to the town. The scene now shifts. The story continues as the Bible tells the history of these men. After the death of Saul David becomes king of Judah and in 2 Samuel 5 he is anointed king over Israel. When King David had sorted out the Kingdoms he begins to think of the great friendship he had with Jonathan. 

David asked, "Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for Jonathan's sake?" (2 Samuel 9:1) 

Now there was a servant of Saul's household named Ziba. They called him to appear before David, and the king said to him, "Are you Ziba?" "Your servant," he replied. The king asked, "Is there no one still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show God's kindness?" Ziba answered the king, "There is still a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet." "Where is he?" the king asked. Ziba answered, "He is at the house of Makir son of Ammiel in Lo Debar." So King David had him brought from Lo Debar, from the house of Makir son of Ammiel. (2 Samuel 9:2-5)

When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, he bowed down to pay him honor. David said, "Mephibosheth!" "Your servant," he replied.

What happens when he arrives  "Don't be afraid," 

David said to him, "for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table." Mephibosheth bowed down and said, "What is your servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?" Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, "I have given your master's grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his family. You and your sons and your servants are to farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master's grandson may be provided for. And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will always eat at my table." (Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.) Then Ziba said to the king, "Your servant will do whatever my lord the king commands his servant to do." So Mephibosheth ate at David's table like one of the king's sons.

Why would David want to show kindness to the person, whoever he may be, for Jonathan's sake? It had to be because he had a covenant with Jonathan and he was bound by that covenant to look after those people. Further on we read of the kindness he does for Mephibosheth. David is keeping the covenant to the next generations. Remember that we have a Covenant with Almighty God and that Covenant has been sealed with Jesus' blood. The Father treats us with the same love and provision that He treats His own Son, Jesus Christ. Romans 8 tells us that we are equal shareholders with all that Jesus has and that we will one day sit down at the grand table and dine with Jesus at the marriage feast. 
