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THE BLOOD COVENANT
YOUR COVENANT PARTNER IN ACTION
Lecture Six

The main covenant is the one God entered into with Abraham and the one Jesus Christ entered into with us on God’s behalf. Unless you understand the covenant you will not know what is your right and so satan will steal what you have got. By understanding the covenant you will know all that God has and is, belongs to you. You will also learn how to use all that God has made available to you.
It is now necessary to make a study of a king named Jehoshaphat, who was king of Judea and of Judah. This man had learnt how to put the covenant into practice. This is an important factor, because we need to know how to apply the covenant to our lives today,. If we take the incredible odds that he faced into account, and we see how God delivered him, simply because he knew his covenant rights, we will be encouraged to exercise them like he did. Whatever problems we face, God wants to get us out of them. We are His property and responsibility. We are God’s children and therefore we are His responsibility. He is concerned about every part of our lives. God wants us to be a success. We represent Him and He wants to make sure that His children are good  representatives of the Kingdoms that the world can see that God loves for us and cares for us and meets our needs. This gives us something to talk about to the lost when they come to us with problems.

2 Chr 20:1 After this, the Moabites and Ammonites with some of the Meunites came to make war on Jehoshaphat.

King Jehoshophat had a small army in comparison with these nations. He could not fight any one of them on their own, and now they had to fight all three at the same time. He proclaimed a nation wide fast in order to seek the Lord.
When he stood before the congregation of people he says: ‘O Lord God of our Fathers…’ The Lord is not God of the Philistines, Hittites, Shuhites or Termites! 

He is the God of the children of Israel.   ‘…..are You not God in heaven….?’

What is he saying? He is beginning to remind God that He has a covenant with him. He goes on to acknowledge God’s greatness. Then he reminds God that He made a covenant with Abraham. The word ‘friend’ means ‘covenant partner’. Jehoshophat is saying:’ God, I remind You that You have made a covenant with Abraham, and you told me in that covenant, that the land of Canaan, that we are now standing on, would be his land and the land of his seed. We are the seed of Abraham, and you told us that the land would be ours. You have made a covenant with us that you would never let anyone take it away from us. And now these people are coming against us.

They had built a temple in which they worshipped God and that was where they were gathered. They were instructed in 11 Chronicles 6 to gather around the temple whenever something happened to their lives that was not pleasing or was not God’s will.  He acknowledges his personal lack of ability to find a solution to the problem. He came humbly to God. His only solution was to say ‘….but our eyes are upon You…’

They trusted Him. The first thing is to get our eyes off the problem and to focus on the God whom we serve. Look at Almighty God who is far bigger than any problem. Remind Him of His covenant.

The Holy Ghost then descends on a young prophet and God begins to speak to the king and the people of Judah. He tells them not to worry or be concerned about it, because it is not their battle. He is actually saying He is their covenant partner. He is coming in to fight in their place. It is essential that we acknowledge God’s ability to rescue us. He told them to keep quiet, to stand still and watch.

These three nations came across the valleys, trying to get to Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat went to meet them, but he and the army did not go to fight, because they had a choir in front of the army praising the Lord. As they were praising, God began to destroy the enemy. They ended up slaughtering one another!
If you carry on reading you will see that they took all the jewellery and the riches and they went back home with great rejoicing.

1 Samuel 17:1. Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Socoh in Judah. They pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between Socoh and Azekah.

1 Samuel 17:5. He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing five thousand shekels;

1 Samuel 17:8. Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, "Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me.
9 If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us."
10.Then the Philistine said, "This day I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other."

1 Samuel 17:26. David asked the men standing near him, "What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?"

1 Samuel 17:34. But David said to Saul, "Your servant has been keeping his father's sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it.
David knew no fear because he knew that whatever he did, God was with him. He knew he had a covenant with God. God was on his side.

1 Sam 17:36. Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear 

1 Samuel 17:40. Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd's bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine.

1 Samuel 17:41. Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. 42. He looked David over and saw that he was only a boy, ruddy and handsome, and he despised him.

43. He said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?" And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44. "Come here," he said, "and I'll give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!" 45. David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46. This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel.

The problems we face are not ours but God’s. Cast your cares upon Him.

1 Samuel 17:47  All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands."48. As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. 49. Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. 50. So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him. 51. David ran and stood over him. He took hold of the Philistine's sword and drew it from the scabbard. After he killed him, he cut off his head with the sword. When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran.

Can you imagine David returning with Goliath’s head, going back into the palace holding the head by the hair?                                  

