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Foundations and Fruitfulness
Lecture One 
Introduction
The basic aim of this course is to present Christianity from an intensely practical viewpoint. Too often we teach and preach in a haphazard manner, picking on different topics and themes. When we do get down to “systematic” teaching, it can easily slide into heavy and over-detailed doctrine. Knowledge alone doesn’t change our lives. It’s knowledge applied that transforms us (2 Pet 3:18 - epignosis, intense, experienced knowledge). I know a man who has read the Bible from cover to cover more than once and can quote many passages - yet he isn’t even saved! He’s never truly believed what he’s read, and never applied any of it. What a waste! The course is in two parts, Foundations and Fruitfulness. Foundations aims to give an “over-view” of who we are, why we’re here and where we’re going. Rather than teaching on a subject by subject basis, it approaches it as a story being told, starting at the beginning and projecting through to the end. It is not intended to be a systematic study of doctrine, but rather a foundation for practical daily Christian living. The Fruitfulness part of the course is designed to impart basic practical wisdom and insight on Christian living that we might be effective witnesses for Jesus and productive citizens of His Kingdom. Studies in this section will touch on areas such as praise, faith, spiritual gifts, giving, emotions, prayer etc. But rather than doctrinal treatise on the subjects, the studies will be more in the line of a practical “how to” get it working in your life.

FOUNDATIONS Some folk are put off by the idea of “doctrine” - but that’s partly because it has so often been taught in a boring and disjointed manner. The Bible itself is not laid out like a book of doctrine or a catechism. You will not find doctrinal teachings neatly laid out and indexed. It’s laid out as a story, a narrative record of God’s dealings with mankind from Creation to Consummation of the Age. As we read and study those records of God’s dealings with us, we begin to get a picture of what man is like and what he’s done, and what God is like and what He has done. We learn of the true nature of things and of the character of God from incidents and utterances recorded as they happened. What we need is not just knowledge about God but wisdom. One of the words translated wisdom in the Bible means “insight into the true nature of things”. We need insight into the true nature of Christ and Christianity. Rather than just a series of doctrinal studies, we need to grasp what our Faith is really all about, and how we fit into God’s picture. Here are some Scriptures to consider: Psalm 11:3; 1 Pet 3:15. Doctrine needn’t be a dirty word, not if we understand it correctly. It’s used 12 times in the two letters to Timothy - see for instance 2 Tim 1:13 and 2 Tim 4:3. See also Titus 1:9. The phrase “sound doctrine” means healthy teaching or instruction. Sound doctrine or healthy teaching or good instruction should encourage people.

CREATION OF MAN Why did God create man? Rev 4:11. Because He wanted to, desired it. The Greek word “thelema” means a choice, determination, pleasure. In other words, God chose to create us, He wanted to and was determined to. We need to understand the Father heart of God when it comes to His creation of us. He is called Father more than 240 times in the New Testament alone, and several times in the Old Testament. The name doesn’t just refer to the fact that He is the originator or giver of life to all, but also to the yearning He has to have a family, children, upon whom He can lavish His love. We were created to be the recipients of His love. Rom 8:28-30; 8:15; Gal 4:6 (the term Pater which means father could be used by servants of the master of the house, but only true born children could use the term Abba which means, in our context, Dad); Eph 1:3-8; Jn 17:23 (what a lovely Scripture - like God saying “I want to tell the world how much I love my children”) We were in the heart, plans and purposes of God since before the foundation of the world. Jesus is the lamb slain from the foundation of the world (Rev 13:8). God so wanted to lavish his love upon children that He created us, even though in His foreknowledge He knew we would turn away, sin, reject Him. If love is to mean anything, both parties have to exercise choice. Without our free choice, our love for God would mean nothing to Him and His love for us would be empty and unfulfilling. But in giving us free choice He knew we would turn against Him. Knowing that, He created us anyway, planning all along to send God the Son, Jesus Christ our Saviour, to be a sacrifice for our sins and buy us back.  We were not accidents or surprises! God planned to have us all along (John 1:13). Perhaps one of the most touching scenes in the Bible comes from Genesis and God’s creation of man. Everything else, even the sun, moon, stars and living animals - had all been created by the spoken Word of God. But with man it was different. God got His hands dirty! He got involved with us in a different kind of way from the very beginning - fashioning us out of the dust of the ground, putting something of Himself into us. And then, to give us life by breathing into us His own Spirit - how marvellous - The Divine Kiss of Life! The human concept of Father derives from God Himself (Eph 3:14-15). When we begin to grasp His Father heart and the kind of relationship He wants with us, then we realise how inadequate it is to just “go to church” - Christianity is so much more than that. I know there are times when theological debate and academic study are vital - but the true heart of Christianity is a simple “I love you” relationship between a Father and His children. We have been made in the image of God, not an exact physical replica but fearfully and wonderfully made, fashioned in such a way as to reflect and represent what our Creator is like. Psalm 8:5, Gen 1:26-27. There are aspects of His Being that are represented in us - we have will, emotions and intellect which mirror our Creator.  We also reflect His creativity, His ability to love, His ability to sacrifice. We are personal beings, made in the image of a personal God. It doesn’t matter how closely a chimpanzee resembles man - it’s still not in the image of God. I find it amazing that people are content to think of  themselves as being in the image of apes! If we were created to be the recipients of His outlandish and abundant love, then what should our response to that be? John 4:24 says that God is Spirit and those who worship Him must do so in spirit and in truth. It goes on to say that the Father is seeking worshippers. Although our service for God is so important, it must never be put before our love for Him, and worship is the expression of our love. Service is the outworking of our love. In the parable of the Prodigal Son, the issue of relationship is beautifully illustrated. We always speak of this parable in terms of sinners returning, but I believe the presence of the elder brother in the story gives it a far wider application (Lk 15). The elder brother served his father, but the love relationship was missing and as a result he never fully enjoyed or appreciated the love his father had for him. The younger meanwhile, though he fell, was restored and the love relationship with his father was grasped and both revelled in it. We have been created for His pleasure, and let us give Him pleasure by first and foremost worshipping Him above all others and all else.


